
India’sfirstplasmabank:InscopeforatreatmentagainstCovid-19

DelhiChiefMinister,ArvindKejriwalinauguratedIndia’sfirstplasmabankon2ndJuly2020.Thisplasma
bankisattheInstituteofLiverandBiliarySciences(ILBS).ThePlasmawillbeextractedconsideringits
scopein treating COVID-19 afterspecifictrials.Thebankwillcoordinatewith patientswho have
recoveredfrom COVID-19,andareeligibletodonateplasma.

PlasmaBankanditsnecessity:

Justlikeabloodbank,plasmabankhasbeendevelopedspecificallyforthosewhoaresufferingfrom
Covid-19andhavebeenadvisedthetherapybydoctors.Plasmawasnoteasilyavailablealsopeoplewere
scaredofsteppingintoaCOVIDhospitalinsearchofPlasmaandhenceconsideringtherisingdemand
amongthepatients,governmenthassetupaCentreforthedonors.

Anypatientsufferingfrom COVIDgeneratesantibodiesintheirbloodtofightagainstthevirus.These
AntibodiesareavailableeasilyinCOVIDpatient’splasmacomponentoftheblood.Inplasmatherapy,the
antibodyrichplasmafrom arecoveredpatient’sbloodisextractedandadministeredtoapatient.

Withthereadyantibodiesafterisolation,thetrialswillbeconductedtofindoutiftheantibodiescanhelp
patientsrecover.

Knowhowplasmadonationisdifferentfrom blooddonation:

Inplasmadonation,onlyplasmaisextractedandtheothercomponentsofbloodarereturnedtothebody.

Bloodcontainsseveralcomponents,includingredbloodcells,platelets,whitebloodcells,andplasma.
Duringawholeblooddonation,donorstypicallydonatealmosthalfaliterofblood.Aspecificautomated
machine-Apheresis,isconnectedusingadisposableonetimeusekit.Themachinewillselectivelyretain
theplasmaandreturnallredbloodcellsandothercomponentsofbloodbacktothedonor’sbody.

Importantthingtonoteis,scientificallytheplasmaproteinslostduringdonationisrecoveredagainin24-
72hours.

Reference:GoogleImages

CriteriafordonatingPlasma:

Assuggestedandrecommendedbydoctors,atimeofthreeweeksbetweenrecoveryanddonationof
bloodispreferableforgettingagoodandviablecountofantibodies.

Peoplebetweentheagesof18and60,andweighingnotlessthan50kgareeligible.Womenwhohave
recentlydeliveredbabyarenoteligible.

Peoplewithhavingmedicalconditionswithdiabetes,hypertension,andcancerarealsonotqualified.The
doctorsaremandatedtotakeadetailedmedicalhistoryandconductaphysicalexaminationbefore



consideringthepersonasuitableforbloodplasmadonation.

Testthatarecarriedoutbeforedonatingplasma:

Laboratorytestsarecarriedouttoassessvariousconditions-serum proteinandCBC,TTItestingfor
hepatitisBvirus,HepatitisCvirus,HIV,Malaria,andSyphilis.Alsotestedforbloodgroupingandantibody
screening.Serum COVID-19specificIgGantibodyconcentrationwhichishigherthan80ispreferred.

Howcanadonorcontactthebank?

AspertheguidelinessharedbyGovernment,apatientwhoiseligibleandwillingtodonateplasmamay
call1031orWhatsAppdetailsat8800007722.

Team ofdoctorswillcontactthepatienttoconfirm eligibility.Atravelreimbursementissuggestivetothe
donor.
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